
 
 

September 9, 2020 

Old Colony Beach Club Association Board of Governors Meeting 

Remote Meeting Hosted with Zoom 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM by the Board Chair, Douglas 

Whalen. Board members attended by means of Zoom videoconference 
software.  

 
ATTENDANCE:  Members present- Janet Montano, Nancy Zimmerman, 

Lester Webb, Steve Humes, Rich Kingston and Doug Whalen. 
 

Member absent – Gavin Cartiera 
 

Members of the Public: Harvey Schiller, Jim Fazzino, and Joe Frutuoso 
(joined meeting in progress). 

Approval of 8/12/2020 Board of Governors Meeting Minutes: A 
motion was made (Zimmerman/Webb) to approve the August 12, 2020 

Board of Governors Meeting minutes. Janet noted that on page 2 of the 
minutes in the Public Works section the word “not” should be removed from 

the sentence, “Lester suggested that members leaving the beach should 
(not) take their beach passes with them.” There was no other corrections. 

The motion passed unanimously. 

Treasurers Report (Janet Montano): Janet presented the Treasurers 

Summary for the period ending July 31, 2020 (Attachment 1). A motion 
(Kingston/Humes) was made to accept the Treasurers Summary. There was 

no discussion. The motion passed unanimously. 

Action Items Update: Rich reported that there were three outstanding 

Action Item. The pending Item#69 was regarding Doug directing the 

Association’s attorney to send a letter to the homeowner of 19 Hartung Place 
instructing them to take action to correct a trespass on Association property. 

Doug stated that the attorney was in the process of creating this letter and 
that the attorney would send a draft of this letter to all Board members 

sometime this week. The next pending item was #70 asking Gavin and Rich 
to review the current list of fines to see if additional infractions with an 

appropriate fine need to be added to this list. Rich stated and he and Gavin 
would be working on this task over the winter. The last item on the list was 

#71 regarding Doug sending a letter to the residents of the east side of 
Swan Avenue asking them for donation. Doug stated that item has been 

completed. Janet reported that six (6) people have donated a total of $475. 
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Committee Reports-  

Chairman’s Report (Doug Whalen): Doug reviewed his Chairman’s report 
for this meeting (Attachment 2).  

Clerk’s Report (Rich Kingston): Rich reported that he had cancelled the 
reservation for the Shoreline Church for the September 12 General 

Membership meeting as the meeting will be held outside at the volleyball 

court on the beach instead. Rich asked Doug about the Covid-19 
arrangements for this meeting. Doug stated that chairs will be placed six 

feet apart and that face masks will be required. Nancy was concerned about 
what to do about seating if the eighty (80) rented chairs are not enough. 

Doug will check with Brian Cutler from the Synagogue about borrowing 
additional chairs if necessary. 

Tax Collector (Nancy Zimmerman): Nancy reported that as of today, 

September 9, $161,723.04 has been collected in taxes and late fees billed 
for July 1. Nancy stated that there are only two (2) delinquent taxpayers 

who owe a total of $1,828.05. Nancy noted that the current finance charge 
of 3% per annum that has been put in place in response to an Executive 

Order will revert to 18% per annum if the current Executive Orders expire 
on October 1st.  

 
Recreation (Gavin Cartiera): In Gavin’s absence Doug reported that the 

Movies on the Beach was popular this summer while the Sand Castle 
Contests were not. Doug hopes to have a better recreation program next 

year.  
 

Public Safety (Steve Humes): Steve reported that the security services 

have been completed for this year. Steve stated that these services should 
be put out to bid for next year in hopes of obtaining a new vendor. He will 

be working on that issue over the winter. 

Public Works (Lester Webb): Lester reported that it has been a very 

difficult summer working with HS Plaut Environmental Services. Lester 

stated that he would also like to explore alternatives to this vendor for next 
year. 

Corona Virus Updates: Doug had nothing new to report. 

WPCA Report - Steve reported that the WPCA’s primary focus for the last 
few meetings has been to prepare for the presentation to the membership at 

the meeting this Saturday, September 12th. The presentation will include a 
project status update with primary emphasis on explaining the selected 

benefit assessment methodology decision that has been made by the WPCA. 
Steve also reported that the acquisition of the real property for the pump 
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station is proceeding. The WPCA is also waiting for the town to sign the 
agreement for the buy-in and pay their share for this buy-in. 

Webster Bank Loan/Bonding Proposal for Storm Drainage System – 

Doug stated that the Association’s bond attorney for the loan with Webster 
Bank has reported that one of the conditions for this loan is that the 

Association cannot incur any additional debt for the life of the Webster Bank 
loan unless the bank approves that additional debt. The bond attorney did 

state that a clause has been added to the loan to exclude the funds required 
by the Clean Water Fund to install the sewers. The language in the loan 

referring to a clean tax opinion on the transaction has been modified to 
mollify any effect to the Association from this issue. As part of this loan 

process Doug stated that Webster Bank will move the Association’s funds to 
a government and institutional banking account. Doug asked the Board’s 

opinion regarding the current process of only requiring the signatures of the 
three Board officers rather than additional signees. The Board members 

were fine with that arrangement. A motion (Whalen/Humes) was made to 

accept the new account resolution from Webster Bank Government and 
Institutional Banking (Attachment 3). Steve asked if this resolution has been 

approved by our bond counsel. Doug confirmed that fact. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

  
Other Old Business – Doug informed the Board that the Association’s 

insurance company has been changed. Doug stated that Ferguson and 
McGuire has been the Association’s insurance company for many years. The 

new insurance company has many shoreline communities as its clients. Doug 
also reported that the WPCA has been included in the Association’s policies 

so there is no longer a need for separate insurance for the WPCA. 
 

New Business – There was no new business. 
 

Public Comment – Doug read two emails from Association members that 

have been received since the last Board meeting. The first one was from 
John Melonopoulis asking about the feasibility of installing electric road gates 

during the sewer construction. John expressed his opinion that the security 
gates should be manned during all daylight hours, even on bad weather 

days, during the summer. John made the Board aware that those with 
limited mobility might have a problem attending a meeting on the beach. 

Doug then read a second e-mail from Alicia Castanho requesting recycle bins 
at the beach entrances. Alicia also suggested that concrete sidewalks would 

make access to the beach available for physically challenged people and 
those in wheelchairs. She wrote that Miami Beach has this type of 

arrangement. Alicia asked if the Association has ever considered a gazebo or 
a multi-purpose type of building at the volleyball court area.  
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Doug asked for public comments from those attending this meeting. Harvey 
Schiller asked if the sand that has blown off of the Breen Avenue beach 

entrance can be put back as the golf carts are getting stuck at this entrance. 
Lester replied that he is attempting to do this. Joe Frutuoso offered to 

provide his trailer to move the guard shack to its winter position. Joe did 
state that golf cart batteries do freeze if left outside during the winter. Joe 

asked the Board if the minutes could include an appeal for 
unneeded/unwanted bikes for the Bikes for Kids program in Essex which he 

works with. The web address for this organization is www.bikesforkidsct.org. 
Joe believes that the Board should have a formal process to handle 

suggestions from the public. He feels that there is often no feedback from 

the Board regarding the possibility of action on member suggestions when 

they are made. Joe would like a status update regarding the gates being 

open during the day during the summer for the mail. He believes that the 
privacy of this association is deteriorating in many ways. Joe stated that the 

beach pass system has been compromised and that there needs to be better 
control on who has these passes. Joe stated that Association members have 

the right to have guests but guests should not have their own passes to take 
home with them. Joe has observed someone from Soundview with an 

OCBCA beach pass seating groups of people on the beach next to 
Association members with valid beach passes. Joe offered to assist in a new 

beach pass process. Joe stated that temporary and portable speed bumps 
would be preferable to permanent ones. Joe would like to have the Board 

consider member input on the need for speed bumps before any final 
decisions is made about this matter. Joe believes that speed bumps are 

useless and cause difficulties for emergency vehicles. Joe feels that the 
decision has been made in favor of speed humps without any significant 

input from the membership. Doug informed Joe that he made three phone 

calls to the Old Lyme Postmaster without any return calls. Doug noted that 
the Association was sued in 2005 for using a portable speed bump that 

caused damage to a car. Joe responded that the example of a speed bump 
that he has provided the Board is a product of newer technology. Joe 

suggested that the Board send a letter to the Postmaster and inform him 
that mail trucks need to make deliveries regardless of whether the particular 

road is closed or not. Jim Fazzino asked about Doug’s earlier statement that 
although Webster Bank was willing to provide a loan two other banks would 

not. Doug stated that the loan is treated as a tax write off by the banks and 
that the other banks decided that did not need the amount being borrowed 

by OCBCA. Jim thanked Rich for the manner in which his comments were 
recorded in the last month’s meeting minutes. Jim stated that at last 

month’s Board meeting Doug was recorded as saying that we, the 
Association, are abiding by the state laws concerning items that are out of 

the scope of the sewer project. Jim wanted the Board to be aware of and to 

be on record that Chapter 103, Section 7-249 of the Connecticut General 
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Statutes states, “revenue from the assessment of benefits shall be used 
solely for the acquisition and construction of the sewer system.”  

 
Doug advised the Board that the Coastal Cleanup volunteers will meet at the 

volleyball court this Saturday, September 12. Lauren Zielinski will be making 
a presentation after which the volunteers will pick up trash and debris along 

the shoreline.  

 

NEXT MEETING - The next Board of Governor’s meeting date is  
October 7th. The location is to be determined. 

  
A motion (Whalen/Montano) was made to adjourn at 7:26 PM. The motion 

passed. 

 
 

Respectfully submitted 

 
Richard Kingston 

Clerk 

September 17, 2020 

 

Minutes Approved at October 7, 2020 Board of Governors Meeting  
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Results of Voting at the September 9, 2020 Old Colony Beach Club 
Association Board of Governors Meeting. Board of Governor Members 

present- Janet Montano, Nancy Zimmerman, Lester Webb,  
Steve Humes, Rich Kingston and Doug Whalen. 

 
Webster Bank Loan – A motion (Whalen/Humes) was made to accept the 

new account resolution from Webster Bank Government and Institutional 
Banking (Attachment 3). Steve asked if this resolution has been approved by 

our bond counsel. Doug confirmed that fact. The motion passed 
unanimously. 
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Attachment 1 
 
Balance July 1, 2020:                    $258,123.04       

 

                                                            $167,187.55     *       

  *     

 ($20.49) FY 2020 tax overpayment made in 2019* 

 $15.83  FY 2020 tax overpayment credit*  

Income: $167,182.89       

       

Expenses: $30,198.18       

       

Balance August 31, 2020: $395,107.75       

       

       

General Fund Checking $91,193.32       

General Fund MM Savings $188,339.11       

Capital Fund MM Savings $115,575.32       

Balance August 31, 2020 $395,107.75       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

*QuickBooks does not consider tax overpayments made in one FY as income in that year but as 
income in the following FY. 
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Attachment 2 

Chairman’s report for 9/9 BOG meeting 

 Suggestion to have garbage barrel at each entrance along with a green 

recycle barrel next season.  Will need to see if we can get someone to 

move barrel’s out to street for collection each week.  Would ask Plaut 

Environmental to adjust contract if we implement this program. 

 Roof to guard shack is leaking in many places, have contractor ready 

to repair roof immediately after hammer law is lifted. 

 Brookside gate is being repaired just waiting for wheel order to come 

in, all other parts are in. 

 Need to get portable shed to guard shack. 

 Webster bank loan should close week of 9/17/20, Bond attorney 

looking at Term sheet for issues. The loan does require the Association 

to have a $24,000 balance at all times during the life of the loan. 

 Thank Angie for an excellent job opening & closing the gates this 

summer.  Still trying to speak to the postmaster of Old Lyme to find 

out why we cannot keep gates closed like every other association in 

the beach community. 

 The OCBCA sewer plans have arrived and will be stored in the guard 

shack.   

 A suggestion to start next year off by issuing new beach passes to 

every residence.  We could do them in a bright yellow color and put 

the address on each pass.  We would make (2) passes for each 

residence.  Would look to have a board member be responsible to 

issue additional passes for lost or stolen passes during the year 

 Signed waiver for conflict of interest with Bruce Chudwick law firm.  

The law form is being retained by Ira Feigenbaum related to the 

Hartung Road easement program. 

 Need approval for the purchase of the property on Portland Ave. This 

will be the pump station location instead of a lease for $50k we will do 

an outright purchase for the same amount. 

 Need a new file cabinet for guard shack. 

 Winterize the community- shed, plywood windows, golf cart storage, 

locks in shed. Doug stated that we will save $200 by storing the shed 

on Association premises. 
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Attachment 3 
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